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a match factory, hosiery factories and oil mills. The mere
figures of machinery however do not represent adequately
the value of the enterprise in which Ranchhodlal led the
way. The introduction of the textile industry generated
a larger spiiit of commercial courage iti the merchants of
Ahmadabad and taught them the value of European business
methods ; regular employment was provided for thousands
of the poorer people of Gujarat, who would otherwise have
suffered more or less acutely during periodic seasons of
crop failure and drought; the value of landed property
rapidly increased, and the rise in wealth and importance
of the old city, which, during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, had been one of the most splendid places in
India, soon justified its being ranked as the second city of
the Western Presidency. Of this steady industrial expansion,
Ranchhodlal, once the pioneer, became in turn the guiding
genius. He presided by invitation at the opening cere-
monies of new mills ; he presided by universal consent at the
deliberations of the local tnillowners' association; he was
adviser-in-chief to all those who sought lo emulate his
success* He was ever on the look-out for chances of develop-
ing the natural resources of his country. In 1882 he
interested himself in the subject of iron-smelting, obtained
samples of iron ore mid submitted them for analysis to an
official expert, and from the samples had a few tools made
for use in the smithy of his Sliahpur mill. Two years later,
1884, he formed a company, he himself being one of the
managing agents, to develop the iron and coal deposits of
the Panch Mahals district* The scheme however was
abandoned, as the Bombay Government were unwilling to
concede the mining rights in the district on the terms and
conditions laid down by Ranchhodlal.

Ranchhodlal was a firm believer in the value of personal
application to the daily routine of business and personal
supervision of his commercial undertakings. In a country
where the desire for quick profits has led on more than one
occasion to insane speculation and mercantile fraud, the